The Ancient Worlds of Asia
began. It was forbidden to speak during the meal, orders being given by signs. When the meal was over jesters and minstrels were brought in.
The royal princes were brought up at court with the sons of knights under the "knights' tutor". First of all they learnt reading, writing and arithmetic, riding and hunting, polo and chess. Particular care was given to weapon-training, especially the handling of the bow and the lance. Education finished at the age of fifteen. At this age the boy was required to know the religious dogma of the Avesta and to have a clear idea of a man's rights and duties. At the age of twenty he was examined by the scholars and the high priests. The daughters of good families also received a thorough intellectual training, as is shown in the following anecdote. A lawyer on his way to court was once approached by a group of five women one of whom asked him certain points of detail concerning bail. He was unable to answer her last question, whereupon one of the women retorted: "Don't rack your brains any longer. Just admit you don't know. We'll get the answer from the Lord High Justice's Commentaries."
All these institutions and practices mostly concerned the court and the nobility only. Chosroes's reforms had affected the lives of the ordinary people very little. They continued to live, as in the past, in wretched poverty and insecurity. The following passage of rhetoric is an eloquent protest by Burzoe, an eminent doctor of the time. It shows how the conscience of an enlightened scholar was affected by the condition of the poor:
"Our times, having become old and decayed, have the appearance of purity but are in fact very troubled. For if god has granted our king happiness and success, if our king is at the same time prudent, very powerful, magnanimous, searching in examination, just, human, liberal, a lover of truth, grateful, concerned with rights and duties, unwearying, persevering, intelligent, ready to help, endowed with a tranquil mind, reasonable, thoughtful, gentle, sympathetic, clement, well-acquainted with men and things, a friend of
98h dignitaries took their places with the king on the dais, the other guests sitting at a lower^ level. Prayers were said before the eating
